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REPUBLIC OF RWANDA
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION

: 'W]THDRAWAL FOR REVIEW BY THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA FROM
THE DECLARATION MADE UNDER ARTICLE 34 (6) OF THE PROTOCOL
‘TO THE AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN- AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS ON ,
. THE ESTABL!SHMENT OF AN AFRICAN COURT ON HUMAN .AND
. PEOPLES' RIGHTS

WHEREAS on 5% day of May, 2003 Rwanda, in exercise of its sovereign

prerogatlve ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and
.-Peoples’ nghts on: the Estabhshment -of an African Court on ‘Human and
o Peoples nghts (heremafter referred to as “the Protocol"]

WHEREAS Arl:icle 5 (3) of the Protocol stipulates that the Court may entitle

; sz; ;éi)ﬁnt Non-Governmental Orgamzauons {NGOsJ w:th observer status

- befo're the Commlssmn and mdmduals to institute cases dxrectly before it,
o ;__ﬁ" in accordance with armcle 34(6) of thls Protocal;

: -WHF.REAS Artxcle 34 {6) of the above mennoned Protocol stipulates that at -
‘the time of the ratxﬁcanon of the Protocol-or any time thereafter the State
- ‘shall make a dec!aratmn acceplang the competence of the Court to. receive o
1865 under. article 5 (3) of the Protocol, and that the Court 1 not re receive
-~ any petition under -artiicle 5 [3) mvolvmg a State Pérty whlch has not made o
such a Declaranon SIRTE : '

- EREAS on Zznf?r::_day-' qu_ Ianuary,,ZOlB ‘the Republlc of Rwanda
ra "r'nade'th' bo_ m'nnoned Declarauon,_ﬁ, Foall

ONSIPERING the 1994 genocxde agamst the Tutsi was the most hemous'
, me since the' HoIocaust and Rwanda, Africa and the world lost a million
people in a hundred days; '
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CONSIDERING that a Genocide convict who is a fugitive from justice has,
pursuant to the above-mentioned Declaration, secured a right to be heard
by the Honourable Court, ultimately gaining a platform for re-invention and
sanitization, in the guise of defending the human rights of the Rwandan

citizens;

CONSIDERING that the Republic of Rwanda, in fnaking the 22" January
2013 Declaration never envisaged that the kind of person described above
would ever seek and be granted a platform on the basis of the said

Dec}aratxon,

E i‘CONSIDERING that Rwanda has set up strong legal and judicxal institutions
*_entrusted Wlth and capable of resolvmg any mjustice and human nghts
. 1ssues* ’ : S S e ]

NOW 'I'HEREFORE the Repubhc of Rwanda, in exerc:lse of its’ soverelgn
_prerogative, w1thdraws the Declaration it made on the 220 day of Ianuary
2013 accepting t the ]unsdictl'_ff, f the Affican Court on- Huma nand Peoples’
."nghts to receive cases under article 5 (3) of the Protocal énd'shall make it
: afresh after a comprehensxve revxew

. Done at Kigali this 24* Day of February 2016




